
Velarose Simmentaler Stud - We Build Beasts
This women’s month Simmentaler Pulse spent a morning with Mmamorwa Moroke from the Velarose 

Simmentaler stud, to find out more about their operation and “building beasts”.

The Velarose Family Farm is located in the Ngwathe 
municipality, Vredefort, and is largely made up of a 
Simmentaler stud (Velarose, herd letters VLR) and a 
feedlot. These operations are spread across two closely 
located farms. The stud started in 2009 and was registered 
at the Simmentaler Society in the same year. They have 
successfully been planting maize crops for a couple of years 
now, and hope to continue expanding in this area.

Velarose is a family business, everyone is involved and has 
a role to play in its success. Mmamorwa and her husband 
spend a couple of days a week on the farm where she can 
carry out her duties as the stud manager as well as work 
remotely for her job as marketing manager for MTN.

Mmamorwa shares that her father, Velaphi Ratshefola, 
owner and founder of the Velarose Simmentaler stud, 
graduated from law school but always had a passion for 
farming. Although he never owned any farming land before, 
this was a dream he was determined to pursue. When he 
was able to acquire a farm that was suited to his needs, he 
started investigating different cattle breeds. He was 
introduced to the Simmentaler by oom Salie Kriel, from the 
Ai-Ai Simmentaler stud, Ottosdal. What the Ratshefola-
family likes the most about this breed, besides of course the 

popular dual-purpose qualities and magnificent beauty that 
they possess, is that being a Simmentaler breeder carries a 
certain uniqueness to it. Not every second person you meet 
is a Simmentaler stud breeder.

The Velarose stud is focused mostly on bull sales, selling 
bulls to commercial farmers who need a breeding bull. They 
often test for fertility to ensure that semen quality is high, this 
is very important to them. They make sure that they only 
have about 25 cows per bull in their camps. Once bulls have 
walked with the herd they are rested. Thus far they have 
mostly been breeding their own stud bulls, but are 
interested in diversifying and strengthening the genetic 
makeup of their animals and looking for opportunities to 
reach out to other good stud breeders to strengthen genes 
in their breeding bulls.

Through the relationship that they have built with oom Salie, 
they have been able to attend the Ai-Ai auction in Ottosdal 
as guest sellers and performed really well. Sales are also 
made by word of mouth and leveraging online marketing via 
their website (www.velarose.com) and Facebook page. 
Building relationships with fellow breeders helps them learn 
every day, and when visiting another breeder’s farm you 
learn even more.
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The Velarose herd has been growing well. Despite this 
growth, they have made a conscious decision to reduce the 
herd in order to focus more on genetics and to make sure 
that the administration is kept up and that they are able to 
provide quality animals. Quality is one of the key principles 
of the farm. In order to have that you need to be strict, 
especially in stud breeding.

They receive approximately 600-700 mm of rain across 
both farms. The veld that their animals graze on is 
Aragustus and Smutsfinger. In the colder seasons they use 
bales in the camps because the nutritional value of the veld 
is quite low during this time. They are able to use some of 
the grass that they baled in the warmer months that have 
slightly more nutrition so that they can get them to the 
weights that they need to be to be warm.

Making use of crop residues from the maize planted helps to 
supplement the feed. They also allow the animals to feed on 
the crop residues after harvesting. Sometimes they do end 
up selling the maize to purchase other feed. They 
would like to start rotating the crops that 
supplement the herds. Last year they 
planted maize, this year they plan to plant 
sunflowers.

Licks are used during the summer 
and winter and purchased from 
Molatek and Telwiedre. They like to 
have lick available to their animals to 
ensure efficiency in converting 
nutrients, particularly now that it’s so 
cold.

Mmamorwa talks passionately about her bulls, “When you 
look at our bulls, we want them to be absolute beautiful 
beasts. We breed for beef. Not a lean structure, a bit of a 
bigger build. We build beasts. And aim to meet all of the 
requirements of the Society in terms of the animals’ 
structures.”

When asked how she feels about being a woman in 
agriculture, she lights up and describes it as the most 
exciting thing, women have always been a part of farming. 
Although women haven't had a loud voice, it is definitely 
growing and she is privileged that her voice is in there to 
make it louder. “Women will change the way farming is 
done. We are maternal, what we do is to care. For that bull to 
look the way that he does you have to care, you have to be 
empathetic and sometimes gentle. Sometimes the guys will 
roughhouse the animals.” She is privileged to be a woman 
who is being taken seriously in this space and hopes to 
make a positive impact on farming as a whole. Mmamorwa 

hopes to be an inspiration to other women, and an 
example of what can be accomplished. “It’s not 

easy, but I haven't known any woman who was 
shy to work hard. I would love to teach other 

women everything that I know, and also 
learn from other women. Our lives can 
be complicated at times with all of the 
different roles we have to play, but 
that certainly doesn't stop us from 
playing a powerful role in farming in 
South Africa. We are the future.”
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